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How to Organise a Successful Parent-Teacher Cook-Off 
 
What is a Parent-Teacher Cook-Off? 
A Parent-Teacher Cook-Off is a fun, interactive event where parents 
and teachers showcase their culinary skills by competing to 
prepare the best dish. This event fosters community spirit, allows 
for friendly competition, and serves as a fantastic way to raise 
funds. Attendees can sample the dishes and vote for their 
favourites, with entry fees and food sales contributing to the 
school’s fundraising efforts. 
 
Step-by-Step Guide to Organising a Parent-Teacher Cook-Off 
 
1. Plan the Event 
Start by organising the basic details of your cook-off: 

• Date and Time:	Choose a date that works for both parents 
and teachers, ideally on a weekend or an evening to 
maximise attendance. 

• Venue:	The school hall or a local community centre with kitchen facilities is ideal. Ensure there’s enough 
space for cooking stations and for attendees to mingle and enjoy the food. 

• Theme (Optional):	You might choose a theme for the cook-off, such as “International Cuisine” or “Family 
Favourites,” to add an extra element of fun. 

 
2. Recruit Participants 
Invite parents and teachers to participate as contestants in the cook-off. You could also consider having teams of 
parents and teachers to encourage collaboration. Ensure you have a good mix of participants to make the 
competition exciting. 
 
3. Set the Rules 
Establish clear rules for the cook-off: 

• Dish Requirements:	Specify what type of dish participants should prepare (e.g., main course, dessert) 
and any restrictions, such as dietary considerations. 

• Time Limit:	Set a time limit for cooking and preparation on the day of the event. 
• Ingredients:	Decide if participants will bring their own ingredients or if the school will provide them. 

 
4. Arrange for Equipment and Supplies 
Ensure the venue is equipped with everything participants will need: 

• Cooking Stations:	Set up individual stations with tables, burners, and basic cooking utensils. 
• Ingredients:	If you’re providing ingredients, arrange for their purchase and distribution. 
• Serving Supplies:	Have plates, cutlery, napkins, and serving dishes available for participants and 

attendees. 
 

5. Promote the Event 
Get the word out to ensure a great turnout: 
• School Newsletters:	Announce the event in the school newsletter 
with details on how to participate or attend. 
• Social Media:	Create an event on social media to generate 
excitement and encourage sign-ups. 
• Posters and Flyers:	Put up posters around the school and send 
flyers home with children to inform parents. 
 
6. Organise Judging and Prizes 
Decide on how the dishes will be judged: 
• Judging Panel:	Assemble a panel of judges, possibly including a 
local chef, school head, or community leader. 
• Audience Voting:	Provide attendees with voting tokens or ballots 
to choose their favourite dishes. 
• Prizes:	Arrange for prizes for the winning dishes, such as cooking 
utensils, gift certificates, or school-related rewards like a special 
parking spot or a trophy. 

 
7. Set Up the Event 
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On the day of the cook-off: 
• Prepare the Venue:	Set up cooking stations, seating areas, and a serving station for attendees to sample 

the dishes. 
• Registration:	Have a registration table where participants check in and receive their station assignments. 
• Safety Measures:	Ensure there are fire extinguishers and first aid kits on hand, and review safety 

protocols with participants. 
 
8. Host the Cook-Off 
During the event: 

• Welcome Attendees:	Greet guests as they arrive and explain how the event will unfold, including how 
they can vote for their favourite dishes. 

• Facilitate the Competition:	The cook-off begins! Make sure participants have everything they need and 
keep track of time. 

• Encourage Interaction:	Encourage attendees to walk around, chat with the chefs, and sample the dishes 
once they’re ready. 

 
9. Announce Winners and Distribute Prizes 
At the end of the event: 

• Tally Votes:	Count the audience votes and combine them with the judges’ scores. 
• Announce the Winners:	Recognise the top chefs in a short ceremony, and distribute the prizes. Be sure to 

thank all participants and volunteers for their efforts. 
 
10. Reflect and Plan for the Future 
After the event: 

• Review Feedback:	Gather feedback from participants and attendees to understand what went well and 
what could be improved. 

• Count the Funds Raised:	Tally up the proceeds from entry fees, food sales, and any other fundraising 
activities during the event. 

• Plan for Next Time:	Use the insights 
gained to make the next Parent-Teacher 
Cook-Off even better. 

 
Tips for Success 

• Encourage Participation:	Promote a 
friendly, fun atmosphere to encourage as 
many parents and teachers as possible to 
participate. 

• Make It Family-Friendly:	Consider offering 
a children’s cooking station or a bake sale 
to keep younger attendees engaged. 

• Keep It Light-Hearted:	Remember, the goal 
is to have fun and bring the community 
together, so keep the competition light-
hearted and inclusive. 

 
Final Thoughts 
A Parent-Teacher Cook-Off is a delightful way to 
raise funds while fostering connections within the 
school community. With a little planning and a lot 
of enthusiasm, this event can become a cherished 
annual tradition that everyone looks forward to. 
 
 

 
Have you considered running a ‘Science Gadget Shop’ to inspire a love of science in your school this year? 

Fundraise up to £600 for your school today! Click to learn more: www.primaryfundraisinghub.co.uk 
 

http://www.primaryfundraisinghub.co.uk/
http://www.primaryfundraisinghub.co.uk/

